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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 12, 16 and 20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 12, the phrase "a push handle moving between a use and a storage 

position" is a method limitation in an otherwise apparatus claim. 

In claim 16, the phrase "the handle is moved between the use position..." is a 
method limitation in an otherwise apparatus claim. 

In claim 20, "pivoting axis" should be changed to -pivot axis — at every 
occurrence. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Welch et al. (US Patent 4,875,696). 

Welch et al. teaches a cart that meets the definition of applicant's claimed "room 
service table". The cart (10) including a frame (housing 12 is a frame); a table top (note: 
prep areas 50 and 48 define a "table top" as broadly claimed); wheels (casters 14) 
supporting the frame (12); a push handle (34) that is movable between a use position 
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(Figure 15) and a storage position (Figure 14), the handle (34) is fixed and extends 
above and beyond the table top (50, 48) in the use position and the handle (34) is fixed 
and extends under the table top (50, 48) in the storage position. The handle (34) can 
pivot between the use position and the storage position. The handle (34) extends 
above the wheels (14) at the use position and at the storage position (as clearly shown 
in Figures 14 and 15). The handle is rigidly set at the use position and at the storage 
position. The handle (34) can move between the use position and the storage position 
while the cart (10) is supported on the wheels (14). The handle (34) includes a rigid grip 
portion (171) and connecting portion (), where the connecting portion is pivotally 
mounted to an underside of the table top (50, 48). The handle includes a pivot axis 
(defined by shaft 166) and the handle (34) extends in a first direction (as clearly shown 
in Figure 15) away from the pivot axis (defined by shaft 166) at the use position and the 
handle (34) extends in a second direction (as clearly shown in Figure 14) away from the 
pivot axis (defined by shaft 166) at the storage position. The handle (34) abuts an 
underside of the table top (50, 48) via the frame/housing (12) in the storage position (as 
clearly shown in Figure 14). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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3. Claims 19 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overWelchetal. ('696). 

Welch et al. teaches the features described above. Welch et al. further teaches 
a handle lock (defined by pins 174 and holes 188). 

Welch et al. lacks the teaching of a second lock. 

However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to add a second set of holes in the underside of the table 
top where the pins 174 engage in the storage position to positively lock the handle, 
since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device 
involves only routine skill in the art. 

4. Claims 12-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Horn (US Patent 2,043,797) in view of Welch et al. ('696). 

Horn teaches a food cooking and service table including a folding table top 
having a center portion (15) and folding side portions (16); a frame supporting the 
center portion (defined by legs 8 and supports 11); wheels (9) mounted to the frame (8, 
11); a handle (20) pivotally mounted (hinged to handle brackets 21) to an underside of 
the center portion (15). 

Horn lacks the teaching of handle movable to a position above the table top. 

Welch et al. teaches a handle (34) that is movable to a position above a table 

top. 
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Based on the teachings of Welch et al., it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to replace the handle of 
Horn with the Horn of Welch et al. to prevent fatigue in user tall in height. 

The combination of Horn and Welch et al. lack the teaching of a second lock. 

However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to add a second set of holes in the underside of the table 
top where the pins 174 engage in the storage position to positively lock the handle, 
since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device 
involves only routine skill in the art. 

Examiner Comments 

5. Applicant's use of the term "cart" in claim 16 will be treated as applicant's own 
admission that a room service table is a cart. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Vore shows a box roller or truck. 

Kaiser, II shows a cooler caddy, and methods of constructing and utilizing same. 
Townsend et al. shows a caster for application to vehicles. 
Exum shows a portable serving table. 
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7. Any inquiry specifically concerning this communication should be directed to 

Bridget Avery at telephone number 571 -272-6691 . 

Any inquiries of a general nature or relating to the status of this application may 
be made through either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll free). 

A response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Or faxed to: 

PTO Central Fax: 571-273-8300 




Bridget Avery 




CHRISTOPHER P. ELLIS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



